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to repletion, used considerable speed for
the first hundred yards, but, after this,
their best efforts degenerated to an exercise
canter, interspersed with divers kicks and
plunges, as the administration of the heel,
or a rhinoceros horn-wand, advised them
of their lazy backsliding. The riders
wore their usual dress, consisting of huge
turbans weighing some fifteen pounds each,
with a waistband to match, in addition
to which enormity, the saddles were
composed of huge frames of wood and
iron, covered with wadding, satin, and
embroidered cloth, the stirrups and orna-
ments of silver, unpolished, and of the
most clumsy workmanship.

At the conclusion of the races, rockets
were thrown up ; and some tastefully ar-
ranged, and very innocent-looking bunches
of coloured paper, disposed on tall bam-
boos near the course, were fired. An
enemy, however, lurked within; the papers
were filled with highly sonorous crackers,
and other combustible matter, and although